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This year has been a game changer for tourism. After relaxation of
COVID-19 restrictions, life has started to return to normal. EXPO
2020 in Dubai has also provided an opportunity for the whole world
to showcase their tourism potentials to international community.
Punjab Tourism Department and TDCP used the forum and
presented investment opportunities in tourism sector. Details have
been highlighted in current issue.

At the same time, winter tourism activities in South Punjab have
started in the form of Thal Desert Rally 2021 which has concluded
successfully with many more to come. TDCP is focusing on providing
facilities for tourists at tourist destinations across the province. It is
also providing employment opportunities to the local community
through these activities which will contribute to their economic
uplift.

It is requested to share your valuable suggestions for betterment of
Punjab tourism industry. Also share your tourism/travel pieces for
highlighting in this magazine.

This year has been challenging for all of us, but let’s hope to make
2022 a better productive and travel worthy year.

Happy New Year 2022 to you all.

Managing Director
Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab
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Expo 2020 is a World Expo, currently hosted by Dubai
in the United Arab Emirates from 1 October 2021 to
31 March 2022. Originally scheduled for 20 October
2020 to 10 April 2021, it was postponed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite being postponed,
organizers kept the name Expo 2020 for marketing
and branding purposes.

The main site of Expo 2020 Dubai is a 438-hectare
area (1083 acres) located between the cities of Dubai
and Abu Dhabi, near Dubai's southern border with
Abu Dhabi. The master plan, designed by the
American firm HOK, is organized around a central
plaza, entitled Al Wasl, enclosed by three large
thematic districts. Each one is dedicated to one of the
sub-themes of Expo 2020 — Opportunity, Mobility and
Sustainability. The infrastructure of the 4.38 km?2
Expo 2020 site was built by Orascom and BESIX. The
site has an emergency centre which includes an isolation
room, emergency care room, ambulances and helicopter
Services.

Pakistan Pavilion: The Hidden Treasure’ illuminates
the unique jewels of Pakistan unknown to many, both
within and outside the country. The narrative of the
Pakistan Pavilion reflects the poetic way in which the
past, present and future are woven together as a
tapestry that reveals the rich and layered history,
culture, people and fraditions of this land, while also
highlighting the immense potential and possibilities it
holds for the future. There are seven spaces inside the
pavilion details of which is as under:-
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Pavilion at Duba po 2020 in Dubai on October 9, 20

Toﬁrism Weekr
Puvtjalo

PAKISTAN PAVILION AT DUBAI EXPO 2020

Keeping in view of the huge potential of Tourism in
Punjab a week was designated for the promotion of
Punjab Tourism in Expo 2020, Dubai. Several panel
discussions, presentations, documentaries, cultural
performances and investors summits were organized.
Punjab govt took part in Dubai Expo 2020 to poriray
and highlight investment and tourism potential of
Punjab and Punjab International Business Conference
was held to highlight this potential. Following were the
main events organized:-

= Tourism Punjab: The land of Diversity
= Tourism: Punjab the Cradle of Faith
= Tourism Documentary on Punjab

= Tourism: Opportunities for Investment in Tourism Sector
= Tourism: Punjab — The Saga of Civilizations

= Tourism: Punjab — The Spice of Life

Punjab Tourism Department is working relentlessly to preserve
and market established sites in the province. At the same time,
project is facilitating the government to develop new tourism
destinations across the province through inclusive economic
development plans. The collaboration of public & private sector is
so vital in developing efficient and sustainable tourism solutions.
At Dubai Expo2020, hidden treasures and investment opportunities’
potential will be exhibited under following 5 major themes of
Punjab presenting its diverse religious, historical, scenic and
cultural heritage;

Currently, Destination Investment Plans for 9 sites were presented
to potential investors which are in Attock, Kotli Sattian, Jhelum,
Chakwal and Bahawalpur. At Dubai Expo2020, Tourism Department
organized several seminars and a dinner for investors aiming to
highlight the untapped potential of investment opportunities in
the tourism sector of Punjab. Following destinations are being
developed which offer a great return on investment for future;

Mr. Abdul Razak Dawood, Advisor to PM with Asif Mehmood, Advisor to GM Punjab,

Capt. (R) Mushtaq Ahmed, Secretary Tourism Punjab and other Pakistani delegates at Dubai Expo 2020
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Attock Khurd Resort
Kotli Sattian, tourism highway with services infrastructure
Narar Valley, infrastructure for hill station is approved to be
developed in this beautiful valley

Rohtas Fort, a World Heritage Site of UNESCO will be having
a bypass road with modern services infrastructure both at &
off the site

Khewra Salt Mine, home of Pink Salt will also be having
maodern services infrastructure of personal wellbeing such
as spas

Katas Raj Temples Complex, touristic services area with
required infrastructure will be developed at this extremely
sacred site of Hinduism in the picturesque Salt Range of
Punjab

Dharabi Lake in the Soon Valley of Chakwal is being developed
as a major tourist destination for nature lovers, services
areas with modern facilities such as glamping pods, cafes
and water sports will be provided :

Lal Suhanra National Park, a home of ecotourism with versatile
landscapes and species of Flora &Fauna is to be provided
with services infrastructure

Derawar Fort, a magnificent landmark in the desert of Cholistan
has become the apple of many eyes in Pakistan. An annual
Jeep Rally and its local culture & crafts are attracting so
many tourists in the recent years. A comprehensive
destination development plan has been approved to
develop infrastructure at the site to improve connectivity
and visitors’ experience

Moreover, Punjab Cultural Troupe's performances at the Jubilee
Stage, Expo 2020 Dubai, featured the Pride of Performance recipient
Fazal Jutt. The performances by the troupe included camel
dance, Punjabi tappay, sufi dhamal and the cultural dances per-
formances.

Dressed in vibrant colours, the troupe had an array of traditional
performances for the visitors to indulge them in the sounds and
colours of Punjab. The event included camel dance of the
Cholistan desert, a tabla performance evoking the rhythms of
the four provinces, traditional Punjabi dhol-dhamal performance
and a stirring musical narrative performance by Fazal Jutt.

Dubai Expo has indeed provided Punjab Tourism a great
opportunity to showcase its hidden treasures and its enormous
investment potential. Highlighting successful week of seminars
and panel talks by the Tourism Department from Punjab. These
seminars and panel talks have been showcasing the land of
Punjab that is rich in literature, cuisines, arts, tradition, architecture,
military warfare, and spoken languages. Showing visitors at an
international platform the best that Punjab Tourism has to
offer.

www.tdcp.gop.pk



Glimpses of ,
Pakistan Pavilion S
af Expo 2020, Dubai PAKISTAN

Space One - Dawn of Civilization

The copper triangles on the entrance door are hand made by traditional craftsmen
from the Mizgaran Muhallah (neighbourhood of metal workers) adjacent to the fabled
Qissa Khwani Bazaar (bazaar of storytellers) in Peshawar, Pakistan. The distinctive
texture was created by hammering fine sheets of copper by hand — a craft that
requires great precision and skill. Clayware of the Indus Valley Civilisation This display
showcases replicas of vessels, pots and jewellery discovered from the archaeological
sites of Mohenjo Daro and Harappa — ancient cities of the Indus Valley Civilisation
(2600 — 1900 BCE). Over millennia, the land now called Pakistan has been home to
a great many cultures and kingdoms and witnessed world-changing historical events.
This ‘Timeline of History’ chronicles the different historical eras starting from Neolithic
times to the creation of the modern state of Pakistan in 1947.
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Space Two - Sheesh Mahal:
Pathway of Mirrors

One of the most magnificent examples of the use of light and
illumination in architecture is the Sheesh Mahal or Palace of Mirrors
in Lahore. As the name suggests, the walls and ceiling of the palace
are adorned with a complex mosaic of convex mirrored glass
(ayina-kari) and stucco tracery (monabat kari) which reflects ‘light
upon light’ to dazzling effect. Taking inspiration from this Mughal-era
marvel, master craftsmen were engaged to create ayina-kari panels of
motifs lifted from the Sheesh Mahal on a scale never done before. A
fresco artist recreated the frescoes of the palace on a large scale. High
tech digital projections of footage captured from the palace represent the
seamless blending of the past and present and the timeless brilliance
of this architectural jewel.

Space Three-
Haven of Natural Wonders

The Mohanas are an ancient community of Sindh who have lived in house boats
on the River Indus from the time of the Indus Valley Civilisation (2600 — 1900
BCE). This has earned them the title of Mir Bahar or ‘lords of the sea’. The
challenges of modem living have changed the Mohanas' way of life and their
magnificent house boats all but disappeared from the River Indus. The almost
forgotten craft of Mohana boatmaking using entirely indigenous processes was
revived after nearly six decades through a collaboration between Mohana master
craftspeople and a miniature artist. This artistic dialogue and the boatmaking
process took place in the historic city of Sukkur on the banks of the River Indus
where many members of the Mohana community continue to live.

Space Four & Five - Sacred Spaces

On any given day, the Islamic call to prayer can be heard five times a day from
many mosques across Pakistan. At gurudwaras, verses from the holy scriptures
of the Sikhs - the Guru Granth Sahib - are recited. Lamps are lit and bhajans are
sung hy Hindu devotees while the sacred fire burns in Parsi temples. Church
hells ring as their congregations gather for prayer. The diverse spiritual traditions
of Pakistan have co-existed peacefully and enriched one another through mutual
exchange over centuries. The living expression of these traditions are found in
mosques, shrines, temples, gurudwaras and churches across the country today.
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Space Six - Land of Opportunity

Salt deposits in the 300-kilometre Salt Range of the Potohar Plateau in Pakisan
formed around 800 million years ago. The pink rock salt mined from this
region contains 84 minerals and is famous for its superior quality and numerous
health benefits.
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Space Seven - Mangroves at
Korangi Creek, Karachi

Anchored by the ancient and mighty River Indus, Pakistan’s lush
and diverse topography has sustained life over millennia, from the
sweeping alpine vistas in the North to the dense mangrove belt in the
South. As one of the country’s most vulnerable to climate change, Pakistan
is committed to finding and adopting sustainable ecological practices.
Through concerted plantation efforts, Pakistan's Billion Tree Project has
overseen successful reforestation with 430 million new trees planted
across the country. The mangrove forest along Pakistan’s 990-kilometre
coastal belt is one of the rare examples in the word where a mangrove
swamp has exponentially increased in size over the last two decades —
an enduring green wave of sustainability and rich biodiversity.

Punjab has experienced the most fluid cultural evolutions any land has
ever seen. Today, the province boasts an impressive background that
spans across many different cultures and communities, ranging from
the hospitality of the North, to the modernity of central Punjab, and the
princely heritage of the South.
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Tourism Development Corporation of Punjab (TDCP) under the patronage of
Punjab Government, is actively promoting the tourism in the province. TDCP
has been organizing Thal Desert Rally since 2016 in the majestic desert of
Thal, lies in the districts of Muzaffargarh and Layyah, for the promotion of
Southern Punjab as a winter tourist destination and also for the promotion of
Motor Sports in Pakistan. The rally was planned in under-developed districts of
the province to generate economic activities to help and promote the local
culture of Punjab.

The Thal Desert Rally 2021 could not be possible without the active support of
Pakistan Army and contribution made by district governments of Muzaffargarh
& Layyah to organise the rally.

Total participants were more than 100 from all across the country including 08
female participants in 09 different categories. This was the most number of
female participants for any desert rally in Pakistan. The three days event
started with technical inspection and tagging the participating vehicles followed
by qualifying round.

Dr. Sohal Zafar Cheema, Chairman Board of Directors-TDCP
inaugurated 6th Thal Desert Rally 2021

Madam Kalsoom Saqib, MD-TDGP
flagged Off prepared category vehicles
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Asif Mehmood
Advisor to CM Punjab for Tourism & PHAs

Capt. (R) Mushtag Ahmed

Syed Musa Raza
Secretary Tourism Department, Punjab

Deputy Commissioner Muzaffargarh

The stock category race was inaugurated by Dr. Sohail Zafar Cheema, Chairman (BOD), TDCP on 25th November. Syed Musa Raza, Deputy Commissioner,
Muzaffargarh, and Mr. Azfar Zia Deputy Commissioner, Layyah, made utmost efforts to make the functions at Muzaffargarh attractive by involving local communities
and designing the cultural festivities at different occasions during the event. Prize Distribution Ceremony was held in Faisal Stadium, Muzaffargarh. All the
stakeholders had a spectacular entertainment shows for the participants and the audience.

In the prepared category race the eminent drivers like Mir Nadir Magsi, Sahibzada Sultan Muhammad Ali, Zain Mehmood, and others participated. This year Mr.
Zain Mehmood from Bahawalpur won in the Prepared (A) category for the first time. Sahibzada Sultan Muhammad Ali and Mir Nadir Magsi achieved second and

third position respectively.

TDCP Dirt Bike Race 2021

Mr. Asif Mehmood, Advisor to Chief Minister Punjab on Tourism and PHASs,
alongwith Syed Musa Raza, Deputy Commissioner Muzaffargarh, Capt(R)
Mushtaq Ahmed, Madam Kalsoom Sagib, Managing Director, TDCP distributed
the prizes to the winners and the organizers. Talking to the occasion Mr. Asif
Mehmood, said the government has been promoting all the neglected areas of
Punjab in terms of tourism and adventure sports to highlight the potential of
South Punjab. This event has the significance in terms of female participants
which empowering women in Punjab. Secretary Tourism (Punjab) Capt. (R)
Mushtaq Ahmed, congratulated the winners and said that more such activities
have been planned to promote south Punjab as a winter tourist destination.

Mr. Azfar Zia, Deputy Commissioner, Layyah, lead from the front and took
personal interest to highlight District Layyah. The festivities arranged at
Choubara include Tent pegging, and other indigenous Sports. The Layyah
district government also organized a series of events, including local cultural
performances and sports competitions. All together there was a festive
environment in the desert of Thal during this event.

The mega event was well organized by TDCP Team lead by Madam Kalsoom

Sagib, MD-TDCP, she appreciated the efforts made by Syed Tougeer Kazmi,
GM-Admin, TDCP with Mr, Fayyaz Ahmed, and all the other TDCP team.
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THREE TOURISM ZONES OF PUNJAB

Tourism in Punjab can be divided in to three zones. Each zone in Punjab has its own
unique tourism potential, which every tourist can choose to value their interest.

The rich heritage, valleys and mountain ranges in Punjab invite the world to visit
these places and further strengthen their tourism experience in Punjab. NOI’th | Centra| |

SOUTH PUNJAB

CENTRAL PUNJAB

NORTH PUNJAB

Archaeological Sites UNE_SCO . Religious Tourism » Murree (The Queen of Hills) » Lahore ( The Heart of Pakistan), » Harrappa the site of Indus Valley
of Punjab W0r|di:f:|::!13_g; Sites in Punjab » Kotli Sattian (New Tourist Destination) known for its Mughal, Colonial and Civilization (Sahiwal)
Mughal Architecture l _ _ N » Attock (New Tourist Destination) Modern Heritage and cultural sites » Multan (The City of Saints)
Colonial Architecture (British Era) Lahore Fog(ﬁ;;ga'ligajiﬁﬂﬁns Lahore Holy S'tsejﬁogsr'ikr:;?el'g'on » Salt Range Region / Open Geological » Changa Manga Forest » Bahawalpur (The City of Palaces)
Post-Independence Architecture Buddhist Sit e! STl Budhist Sites Museum (Mianwali, Khushab, Entertainment Resort (Kasur) » Cholistan & Thar Desert (Adventure Tourism)
Historical Churches Chakwal & Jhelum) » Dera Ghazi Khan (New Tourist Destination)
Ancient Hindu Temples » Rahim Yar Khan (New Tourist Destination)

07 /Explore Punjab | A Magazine by TDCP www.tdcp.gop.pk /08|



Do you know, one Iof the most

prestigious

site of

Sikhism.. | Sikh Religious Sites
Pakistan? in Renjab

The origins of Sikhism may be traced to modern day Pakistan where the Sikhism faith originated with its founder Guru Nanak Dev in the early 1500’s,
The singular spiritual illumination that Guru Nanak imparted passed through a succession of Ten Sikh Gurus, culminating with Guru Granth Sahib, the Holy
Scripture. Over the centuries, the Sikh Gurus forged a spiritual path of enlightenment known the world over as Sikhism. There are around 195 Gudwaras
across Pakistan, A Gurdwara, referred to as the gateway to the guru, is the place of worship for Sikhs; however, people from all faiths are welcomed in the
Sikh Gurdwara. The gurdwara has a Darbar Sahib where the current and everlasting Guru of the Sikhs, the Holy Scripture Guru Granth Sahib, is placed on a
Takhat (an elevated throne) in a prominent central position. The Raagis (who sing Ragas) recite, sing and explain the verses from the Guru Granth Sahib, in
the presence of the holy congregation.

® Gurdwara Nankana Sahib

= /Gurdwara Dar.b ar S.ahlb.’ Kartarpur The three Gurdwaras fall within the geographical and ecological zone of the
= Curdwara Rori Sahib, Eimanabad 1 riverine basin of the River Ravi. The ensuing historical and cultural expressions
B Gurdwara Sacha Sauda, Faroogabad - :’-. associated with this area have e woven through millenniums giving us a
® Gurdwara Panja Sahib, Hassanabdal ~ _

significant historical/cultural account which knits together many faiths and
people. In addition to the Sikh Heritage of the area ranging from Gurdwaras to
the exquisite Sikh period havelis there are many remains of the Jain and
Mughal heritage such as Sheikhupura Fort and Hiran Minar. The culmination
point of this Circuit is Lahore located at a distance of 78.5 km from Gurdawara
Sacha Sauda. Lahore, the capital city of the Punjab has been a melting pot of
the many religions and cultures which interacted with each other through
centuries and left an indelible mark on the ethos of the city. Lahore is also
where the journey for the Sikh Yartis begins at Darbar Sahib.

Gurdwara Nankana Sahib

Nankana Sahib is a city in Punjab named after Baha Guru Nanak Dev.
Located about 80 kilometers south west of Lahore, it is a city of high historic
and religious value and is a popular pilgrimage site for Sikhs from all over the
world. The town currently has nine Gurdwaras including the Gurdwara Janam
Asthan (also known as Gurdwara Nankana Sahib) which marks the birth
place of Guru Nanak Dev. Annually, approximately 30,000 Sikh pilgrims visit
the town, with about 15,000 gathering during the peak season around the
hirthday celebrations of Guru Nanak.
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Gurdwara Darbar Sahib, Kartarpur

GurdwaraGurdwara Darbar Sahib is located in Kartarpur
near the River Ravi. The significance of the location is
that Guru Nanak spent the last 18 years of his life here.
Nearby are also a well and other facilities that were
added more recently. The site lies only 3km from the
Pakistan India border. The Gurdwara at Kartarpur can be
seen from another Gurdwara located across the border
in the historical town of Dera Baba Nanak in India.
Kartarpur Corriclor is functioning under an MOU hetween
Pakistan and India. On 28 November 2018, Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan laid down the foundation
stone of the Kartarpur Corridor on the Pakistani side.
The corridor was completed for the 550th birth anniversary
of Guru Nanak on 12 November 2019.

Gurdwara Rori Sahib, Eminabad

Gurdwara Rori Sahib, located in Gujranwala is the sacred
shrine which marks the site where, according to tradition,
Guru Nanak was meditating on a bed of hard brickbats
{ror-ree in Punjabi) in 1521. It is also said that this was
the place where Guru Nanak performed chilla (40 days
of meditations). At this site an imposing Gurdwara, along
with a large pond and other monuments, was built.
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Gudwara Sacha Sauda, Faroogabad

Gucwara Sacha Sauda Sahib is located in Shelkhupura.
The Gurdwara is an impressive structure with a
three-storey building; which houses the guest
rooms for yatris and offices in the front and a courtyard
surrounded by buildings at the back. The entire
complex has been beautified; well maintained,
cleaned and regularly painted and is frequently visited
hy the town’s people because of its serene and
well-kept ambience.

Gurdwara Panja Sahib, Hassanabdal

Gurdwara Panja Sahib is situated at Hasan Abdal,
48 km from Rawalpindi in Pakistan. This is one of
the most holy places of Sikhism because it marks
the spot where the founder of the faith, Guru Nanak
Dev visited and instilled an important lesson for his
adherents. Still visible is the sacred rock with the
hand print of Guru Nanak. The word "Panja" in
Punjabi means an "outstretched palm" from the
word "panj" which means "five". Many thousands
of faithful Sikhs from all aver the globe visit this
shrine. However, twice a year, during special
celebrations, an enormous number of Sikh pilgrims
attend this Gurdwara from every comer of the
world. Special visas are allocated by the Pakistan
government to cater for the increased demand.
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What is the role/importance of tourism in the life What do you think is the greatest challenge in
of a busy person like you? Tourism sector of Pakistan?

VICE CHANCELLOR - UNIVERSITY OF HOME ECONOMICS

Explore Punjab | A Magazine by TDCP

In this magazine, we have been trying to
bring together professionals from different
walks of life to talk to them about tourism
and to find out their perspectives on how
we can improve tourism trends. In this
regard, we had the opportunity to meet
Prof. Dr. Kanwal Ameen, Vice Chancellor -
University of Home Economics.

Prof. Dr. Kanwal Ameen is a professor in
information management. She has served
as chairperson (2009-2018) of the
Department of Information Management
(University of the Punjab) formerly the
Department of Library and Information
Science and as director, directorate of
external linkages. In 2005, she was
awarded a PhD in library and information
science from the University of the Punjab.
Her thesis was titled, Philosophy and
Framework of Collection Management and
Its Application in University Libraries in
Pakistan. She is also a teacher, author,
researcher, and lecturer in the field of
library and information science as well as a
pre-doc (2000-2001) and post-doc
(2009-2010) international Fulbright
Scholar. On 31 May 2019, Prof. Dr.
Kanwal Ameen was appointed as first
vice-chancellor of the University of Home
Economics. Prof. Dr. Kanwal Ameen is
honoring to start graduation degree in
Tourism at university of Home Economics
Lahore.

As the old saying goes, “Safar Wasila Zafar” Zafar says that to
conguer or to achieve something. No matter how busy one is,
you always need a break. With this break you want to get out of
your routine life and go to a new place for which tourism comes
Up as an option to go for a walk, offers many opportunities so
that you can enjoy these moments of life in your own way. As
you know | am a regular traveler and | have visited many
countries of the world. Moments of tourism breathe new life into
a person. It creates a new freshness and enthusiasm in you,
when you come back to your routine life, | think tourism is very
important for an individual to not only refreshes him/her, but also
to come up with new ways of nature.

What are the main atiractions for you when you
visit a new place?

| basically like a lot of natural landscapes. Because Allah has
given me the opportunity to see a lot of world, so when it comes
to natural landscapes and lush green areas, | would travel to
these places alone for tourism. Historical places are very important,
what attracts me after natural landscapes. | love learning about
their history and human civilization. As a teacher, knowing about
these historical places can sometimes make you wonder how
different languages are spoken in different parts of the world.
Living styles, food are different from each other. It is also interesting
to know about the evolutionary process of all of them. History,
culture and civilization all add to your knowledge, just reading
and taking pictures your observation does not reveal the things
that come from looking closely at this society and being a part of
it. That is why tourism is so important for young people and in
any age group.
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This is a very serious and important question. What is the reason that we have not been
able to make our country's tourism known to the world in the way it deserves. The first
thing is that Allah has made Pakistan in the region that is rich in lush green valleys, fertile
lands, deserts, freshwater springs, rivers and mineral deposits between the high mountains and
the coast. Traces of ancient human civilization are also found. The question arises that
many countries of the world are earning foreign exchange by promoting their small tourist
destinations so why a country rich in tourist destinations like Pakistan could not do so,
maybe hefore today we have not took tourism seriously, it is not considered as a means
of earning foreign exchange.

Secondly, as we have said before, when tourists come to a place, they also come to take
a break in their life. So if they will not be able to enjoy these moments better than these
places will not be the cause of publicity. If the resources of every incoming tourist are not
the same then we should provide facilities keeping in view the tourists belonging to every
class. Although our country is rich in tourist places but facilities lack of them hinders the
promotion of basic infrastructure which is most important. One of the reasons for this is
that we have not given tourism the status of an industry before today. The only way to get
a lot of foreign exchange is to promote the holy places of Non-Muslim communities
(Buddh, Sikh & Hindu) and provide basic facilities there. Similarly, the area of Salt Range
in Punjab which is no less than a miracle that nature has given us the world's
second largest salt mine in this area. These are the places that are naturally beautiful as
well as the wildlife also grab the attention of the tourists/visiotrs, the only thing lack of
basic amenities, which sometimes makes it difficult for tourists to visit these places.

As the Prime Minister of Pakistan has a very clear vision that work should be done on
development and promotion of new tourist destinations in the country. Along with population
growth, attention should also be paid to its growing needs. The rush of a place like
Murree can only be controlled by introducing other new tourist places. The last and most
important thing for me is to train our nation on how to focus on protecting and promoting
our country's tourist destinations.

In your opinion, how the role of an educational

institution can be increased for the
promotion/awareness of tourism in Pakistan?

If we take tourism as an industry, then we have to look at its needs, which is first and fore-
most the education and training of individual manpower based on tourism. In Pakistan,
special attention is being paid to this industry. Home Economics University is launching
an innovative program to meet the need. “Tourism & Hospitality Management Program”
we have been able to launch it since the year 2020 and this year we are going to launch
Associate Degree Program. All educational institutions must work together to produce
graduates to meet the needs of the tourism industry. .

www.tdcp.gop.pk /12 |
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ohtas Fort

Rohtas Fort, built in the 16th century at a strategic site in the
north of Pakistan, Province of Punjab, is an exceptional example
of early Muslim military architecture in central and south Asia.
The main fortifications of this 70-hectare garrison consist of
massive masonry walls more than four kilometres in
circumference, lined with 68 bastions and pierced at strategic
points by 12 monumental gateways. A blend of architectural and
artistic traditions from elsewhere in the Islamic world, the fort
had a profound influence on the development of architectural
style in the Mughal Empire.

Following his defeat of the Mughal emperor Humayun in 1541,
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Sher Shah Suri built a strong fortified complex at Rohtas, a
strategic site in the north of what is now Pakistan. It was never
taken by storm and has survived intact to the present day. The
main fortifications consist of the massive walls, which extend
for more than 4 km; they are lined with bastions and pierced by
monumental gateways. Rohtas Fort, also called Qila Rohtas, is
an exceptional example of early Muslim military architecture in
Central and South Asia.

‘\ﬂ?m

Sustainable Tourism Foundation Pakistan organized a Plenaire ?9@3
Painting trip to Rohtas Fort from 26 to 28 November. Rohtas Fort
is a world heritage site located at distance of around 115 km
from Islamabad, the capital city of Pakistan. 10 artists from
different cities of Pakistan participated in this event and each
one is producing at least two to three paintings for exhibition
and sale for fund raising to support the local community women
heritage crafts enterprise at Rohtas Fort which STFP has
established to engage local women in heritage conservation and
responsible heritage tourism. These artists also engaged local
school girls in painting activity during their stay at Rohtas for ‘
three days. STFP is working with local community of Rohtas Fort
to promote responsible community based heritage tourism with
the support of UNESCO Pakistan.
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t\_()PME‘NrC
s THAL DESERT RALLY 2021
9%= ==°§ )
4.’%” a\-“‘"b
SR# DRIVER NAVIGATOR RALLY NO FINAL
PREPARED A
01 Zain Mehmood Faheem Arshad 110 02:08:40
02 Sahibzada Sultan Muhammad Ali Meherwan Patel 111 02:12:02
03 Nadir Ali Magsi Sultan Safdar Ali 116 02:14:36
PREPARED B
01 Asad Khan Shadikhel Osama Najam 212 02:23:38
02 Saud Majeed Ali Haider Baloch 201 02:25:57
03 Nauman Saranjam Jarrar Khan 205 02:26:38
PREPARED C
01 Zaheer Hussain Shah Ali Hussain Shah 305 02:27:35
02 M. Osman Igbal Zubair Ali Farooq 306 02:38:31
03 Mehmood Majeed Faroog Ahmed 301 02:39:27
PREPARED D
01 Zafar Khan Balouch Siraj Khan Balouch 414 02:30:51
02 Umer Igbal Kanju Ahmad Channar 403 02:33:01
03 Bewargh Mazari Shakhal Mazari 416 02:14:36
STOCK A
01 Yaser Ahmad Ghani Danyal Ahmad Ghani 507 02:25:46.25
02 Ageel Ahmed M. Shahzada 513 02:28:58.69
03 Bebark Balouch Taimoor Alam 510 02:30:40.47
STOCK B
01 Sultan Bahadur Aziz Feroze Khan 611 02:25:57.36
02 Bismillah Magsi Israr Magsi 613 02:28:07.96
03 Afnan Khalil Rauf Ahmad 602 02:30:37.42
STOCK C
01 Zubair Hayat Ahmad Ghouri 704 02:47:15.60
02 Rashid Abdullah Jamal Ahmed 707 02:47:23.17
03 Munim Jhandir Dilshad Ahmad 710 02:47:53.59
STOCK D
01 Taj Khan Mahar M. Paryal Mahar 806 02:42:42.71
02 Falak Sher Baloch Rabnawaz Baloch 808 02:43:59.56
03 Shah Gul Mazari Asif Ali 801 02:44:07.52
WOMEN PREPARED
01 Tushna Patel Israr Ahmad 201 01:27:13
02 Mahum Shiraz Noor Khan 903 01:32:09
WOMEN STOCK
01 Palvasha Hayat Khan Maira Jabbar 919 01:32:34.77
02 Nida Wasti Naveed Wasti 913 01:35:46.30
03 Dina Patel Ronnie Patel 01:41:00.18
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Multan, known as City of Saints, one of the oldest cities was built on a mound just east of the Chenab River. It was subdued by Alexander the Great in 326 BC
and fell to the Muslims about AD 712. Being commercial hub, it attracted a multitude of Sufi mystics. Being the commercial and military key, it suffered several
sacks and sieges over the centuries. It was subject to the Delhi sultanate and the Mughal Empire and was then captured by the Afghans (1779), the Sikhs
(1818), and the British (1849). Formerly called Kashtpur, Hanspur Bagpur, Sanb and finally Mulasthan, the name derived from the idol of the sun god temple.
Large number of Sufi shrines dating from that era. Multan’s ancient skyline is dominated by the grand domes of innumerable tombs — spiritual teachers of

all shades of Islam.

Shah Rukn-e-Alam (R.A.)

The tomb of Sheikh Rukn-ud-Din Abul Fath (1251-1335) was built
between 1320 and 1324 by Ghiyath al-Din, the first ruler of the Tughlug
dynasty in the Sultanate of Delhi. The tomb is considered the earliest
example of Tughluq architecture.

The tomb building is an octagon, 51 feet 9 inches in diameter internally,
with walls 41 feet 4 inches high and 13 feet 3 inches thick, supported at
the angles by sloping towers. Over this is a smaller octagon 25 feet 8
inches, on the exterior side, and 26 feet 10 inches high, leaving a narrow
passage all-round the top of the lower storey for the Moazzan, or public
caller to prayers. The mausoleum is built entirely of red brick, bounded
with beams of shisham wood, which have now turned black after so
many centuries.

Bahauddin Zakariya (R.A.)

Bahauddin Zakariya a scholar saint and poet was born around 1170
CE near city of Multan. He died in 1268 and his mausoleum in Multan
is an octagon, about half the height of the square, which is
surmounted hy a hemispherical dome. The full name of Bahauddin
Zakariya was Sheikh Kabir Sheikhul Salam Bahauddin Zakariya
Al-Asadi-Al Hashmi. He was born at Kot Kehror, a village of Layyah
District near Multanin 1170 Hijri. After his father’s death, he went to
Khorasan and learned about Islam for over seven years. He then
went to Bukhara, a centre point of Islamic learning at that time to
complete his learning. This was the place where he was nicknamed
‘Bahauddin Farishta’ (angel) for his pleasant nature and obedience.

Bahauddin’s mausoleum, which was constructed in 1268 after his
death, is spread on an area of 15.77 square metres. However, the
area outside the primary shrine premises is expanded to hundreds of
metres. The shrine is a square formed structure with an octagon
overhead the square. The octagon covers half the area of square.
Overhead the octagon is the religious hemisphere of Muslims.

Shah Shams Sabzwari Tabrez (R.A.)

Shamsuddin Sabzwari arrived in Multan in early 1200C.E, established a dargah and
preached Islam to the local population. Shamsuddin Sabzwari died in 1276 and his
mausoleum is located in Multan. Shams' tomb was reportedly constructed in 1329 by the
saint's grandson, Sadr al-din. It was built on the bank of the Ravi river, though the river
has since shifted course and the adjacent channel is now dry.

The tomb is built in the classic Multani style which only came to fruition in Shams' own
lifetime with the construction of the Bauhaddin Zakariya mausoleum, a building that
Kamil Khan Mumtaz notes "...establishe[d] a type of mausoleum building which was to
endure in the lower Indus valley for 700 years" (Mumtaz, pp. 44-45). This style
is characterized by a square lower story, an octagonal drum, a square dome, battered
walls, and corner minaret-like towers called guldastas. Immediately to the southwest is a
whitewashed mosque that is part of the same compound.
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OR \GAMPw e ; R LY “ ek Asad Umar, Federal Minister Mini;t-;y of Planning Development & Special Initiatives, visited TDCP Resort Khabbeki Lake,
' N Iy — Soon Valley Khushab. He appreciated the efforts made by TDCP for the facilitations of tourists at Khabbeki Lake.

2

Tourism is a dynamic activity as well as a vibrant industry worldwide, so it
has great potential for employment opportunities in the domestic and
international markets. To meet the human resource needs in the Hospitality
and Tourism industry, TDCP founded the Academy of Tourism in 1988
which was upgraded to the “Institute of Tourism and Hotel Management”
(ITHM) in 1996.

Tourism & Hotel Management (ITHM) is imparting hospitality and tourism
frainings in various cities of Punjab at Lahore, Rawalpindi, Multan, Gujranwala,
and Faisalabad where Certificate and Diploma courses are offered in Hotel
and Tourism along with Chef and foreign language courses.

Recently TDCP-ITHM students participated in a competition organized by
A-Plus TV Channel. Renowned Chef Munira leading the ITHM students
team in the competition. ITHM students took the first and third prize in the
competition. Jugan Kazim was the host of the show who appreciated the
efforts of ITHM for empowering the youth in the hospitality industry.

Saima Nouman got 1st position in a competition TDCP organlzed ;amplng ga at Kha =
to promote eco-tourism in Punjab

_ _ For Information: 03001404100 | www.ithm.edu.pk
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